
Mountain State Sportsmen’s Association
Membership Application

I fully understand the conditions of membership in this corporation and shall, to the best of
my ability, comply with all the provisions of the charter and the by-law, and shall assist in carrying
out the purpose of this corporation and shall promptly pay the dues as fixed.

Please Print:

Name _________________________ ___________ __________________________________
First      M. I. Last

Address  ______________________________________________________________________

City  ________________________ State  ________________ Zip  _______________

Phone  ________ - ______________________________  Birth date  ______/______/_________

Email address __________________________________________________________________   

Place of employment ____________________________________________________________

List other organizations you belong to  _______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Check interests:  Conservation _____    Hunting _____    Target Shooting _____    Archery _____

Muzzle Loading _____    Fishing _____    Other _______________________________________

I will obey the rules of the club and my signature verifies that I have read and agree to the club’s
“MSSA Information and Rules” statement.   Effective 1/1/12: Prospective members must attend
two meetings before they can be voted on for membership.

Applicant’s Signature  ____________________________ Date ______/______/________

Endorsed by  ___________________________________ Date ______/______/________

There is a $10 initiation fee for new membership.  Meetings 1
st

 & 3
rd

 Tuesday at 7:00 PM.  Annual
dues are $50 (due by the end of January) – first year’s dues pro-rated:  Jan-Mar $50, Apr-Jun

$37.50, Jul-Sep $25, Oct-Dec $12.50

MSSA - PO Box 191 - Parkersburg, WV 26102 info@mtstate.org - www.mtstate.org



M
ountain S

tate S
p

ortsm
en’s A

ssociation  -  M
S

S
A

 Inform
ation and

 R
ules

FIR
EA

R
M

  IN
FO

R
M

A
TIO

N - M
ountain State Sportsm

en’s Association club has two firearm
 shoot-

ing ranges, an ind
oor range located

 insid
e the club

house and
 a sheltered

 b
ench outd

oor range. The 

outd
oor 1

0
0

yd
 range has 1

4
 concrete top

 b
enches w

ith som
e p

erm
anent target hold

er fram
es and

 

b
ackers.  P

ersonal target fram
es m

ay b
e used

 b
ut m

ust b
e rem

oved
, p

rior to the user leaving the range.   

Any caliber pellet, rim
fire, centerfire, m

uzzleloader handguns, rifles and shotguns m
ay be used.   The 

ind
oor range has p

ortab
le shooting b

enches and
 the b

ullet trap
s are located

 b
ehind

 the p
lyw

ood
 d

oors 

d
irectly b

eneath the archery targets.   The ind
oor range is lim

ited
 to the use of 17

 and
 2

2
 calib

er p
ellet 

guns and 22 rim
 fire handguns and rifles.  Both ranges are open for personal use on a first com

e basis, 
excep

t for those tim
es that club

 m
eetings and

 events are sched
uled

.  If you p
lan to use the facilities, 

check the club
 w

eb
site at m

tstate.org and
 local b

ulletin b
oard

s for sched
uled

 events.  A
ny event that 

uses club
 facilities m

ust have p
rior ap

p
roval b

y the club
 m

em
b

ership
. The outd

oor range is op
en for 

use as p
osted

 at the range.  

Firearm
 R

ange/
S

afety R
ules - It is your responsibility to fam

iliarize yourself with all current range and 
safety rules.  You and

 your guests are resp
onsib

le for follow
ing all rules at all tim

es w
hile using club

 

facilities. 

•
 

No drugs or controlled substances are allowed on M
SSA property.

•
 

No person m
ay handle any firearm

 or bow while under the influence of any drug or alcohol.

•
 

No fully autom
atic or selective fire weapons.

•
 

No m
ilitary training of any kind except for DNR or other law enforcem

ent agency when approved by 
the Board of Directors.

•
 

Eye and ear protection should be worn at all tim
es while on or near the firing line on the outdoor 

range or inside the clubhouse during the use of firearm
s - applies to shooters, instructors & observers. 

•
 

No glass objects are to be used as targets on any range, rifle or bow.

•
 

Both the indoor and outdoor range target fram
es use wood (2x4’s) for attaching target backers.  

W
hen p

lacing your target on a fram
ed

 target b
acker p

lace targets far enough aw
ay from

 the w
ood

 

fram
e to prevent shooting through the wood.  Do not shoot archery targets, wood doors or fram

e work 
around

 the ind
oor range.

•
 

No targets with “people like” features (face, eyes, or head) are allowed.  Standard silhouette 
targets (NRA, IDPA and etc.) only are allowed.

•
 

Bolts and actions m
ust to be open at all tim

es during transit and upon arrival on club property and 
never bring loaded firearm

s to the range.  Never leave the firing line unless your firearm
 is clear and the 

action is op
en.

•
 

If you or another shooter has a need to go down range, it is the responsibility of that shooter to 
m

ake sure everyone on the firing line is aware and has m
ade their firearm

 safe before anyone proceeds 
down range, all am

m
unition m

ust be rem
oved from

 the firearm
s, this includes cham

bers, clips, m
aga-

zines and tubes on tube fed firearm
s.

•
 

No one shall handle or have a firearm
 on the firing line while som

eone is down range.  

•
 

Never load a firearm
 until you are ready to com

m
ence shooting from

 the firing line/bench.

•
 

Always treat all firearm
s as though they are loaded. Inserting bolts, closing actions, loading, un-

loading and reloading of am
m

unition m
ust be done on the firing line, with m

uzzle pointed down range.

•
 

Never shoot across or at angle on outdoor range (exam
ple from

 bench 10 to target for bench 2).  

•
 

W
hen using the outdoor range, always place your target so the bullet will hit in a safe area down 

range around the 100yd target zone or closer.  Never shoot into the hill above the level of the 100yd 
target area or along the right sid

e em
b

ankm
ent or left sid

e tree line of the range.

•
 

W
hen you are finished shooting and before you leave the range, clean up any debris, such as card

-

b
oard

, targets, cleaning m
aterials, am

m
o b

oxes, em
p

ty casings you used
 and

 p
lace them

 in the p
rop

er 

containers.   Never leave unfired am
m

unition on the range, pick it up and safely dispose. 

G
EN

ER
A

L IN
FO

R
M

A
TIO

N - The M
ountain State Sportsm

en’s Association (M
SSA) started with a m

eeting 
in the fall of 1

9
4

0
 held

 in the old
 YM

C
A

 b
uild

ing on 8
th S

treet.  From
 this m

eeting the group
 incorp

o-

rated on M
arch 28, 1946 as a non-profit corporation.  The club finally ended up at our Hoagland Run 

R
oad

 location in the 6
0

’s and
 a fund

 d
rive for a new

 club
house in 1

9
6

6
.  O

n S
und

ay, S
ep

tem
b

er 2
2

, 

1
9

6
8

 w
e d

ed
icated

 the new
 club

house.

M
em

b
ership

 in M
S

S
A

- includ
es sp

ouses and
 child

ren und
er 1

8
.  N

ew
 m

em
b

ers are req
uired

 to w
ear 

their m
em

bership card for the first year.  M
em

bers m
ust be 21 years old or older to have guests.  

Guests are lim
ited to a two visits and should consider joining the club if they want to participate on a 

regular basis.  To join, bring a com
pleted M

SSA application to a regular m
eeting (1st and 3rd Tuesday 

at 7:00pm
 [com

e a little early]).  You m
ust attend 2 m

eetings and be voted on at your 2nd m
eeting.  

Facilities –
 The club

 ground
s are ap

p
roxim

ately 4
0

 acres and
 are b

ound
ed

 by airp
ort p

rop
erty and

 

neighboring property. The clubhouse has an indoor archery/.22 rim
 fire range.  W

e have an outdoor 
100 yd. gun range, two field archery ranges, including hunting by m

em
bers.  Except for scheduled 

events and reserved tim
es, the facilities are available for use on a first com

e basis.  Do not use the 
kitchen to w

ork on or store eq
uip

. –
 it is for cooking.  P

lease p
ick up

 trash and
 keep

 club
 p

rop
erty neat 

and
 clean.  From

 tim
e to tim

e, the club
 has w

ork p
arties that offer a good

 op
p

ortunity to m
eet others 

and
 im

p
rove our facilities.

C
lub

house use –
 The club

house is used
 for m

eetings, d
inners, sched

uled
 events and

 ind
oor p

rogram
s 

in the winter (Jan, Feb & M
ar).  Check the web site (m

tstate.org) for indoor program
s and other events.

ARCHERY INFORM
ATION - All club archery targets are to be shot only with field tip arrows, do not shoot 

broad head arrows into any club target.  Broad head arrows are to be shot into the sand pit near the 
creek or at your ow

n target set in front of the sand
 p

it.  C
rossb

ow
 b

olts are to only b
e shot at your ow

n 

target set up on the 100 yd. gun range (m
ust follow gun safety rules).  

W
e have a 2

0
 yd

. ind
oor archery range w

ith up
 to eight shooting p

ositions.  The ind
oor range is d

ual use 

with targets for archery and bullet traps for .22 rim
 fire.  By agreem

ent, archers and firearm
 shooters 

m
ay shoot at the sam

e tim
e; they m

ust shoot from
 the sam

e d
istance and

 hearing p
rotection is recom

-

m
ended when firearm

s are being shot.  If there is not agreem
ent, the first user has use of facilities until 

they (the first user) stops.  All firearm
s m

ust be shot from
 behind the red line (15 yds.) for safety rea-

sons.  The archery targets set on top
 of a p

lyw
ood

 p
latform

.  The b
ullet trap

s are located
 in the p

lyw
ood

 

p
latform

 and
 are accessed

 b
y lifting the three center sw

ing-out d
oors using the rop

e p
ulls.  P

rop
 the 

d
oors in a safe m

anner and
 p

ost your target on the card
b

oard
 in front of the trap

s.   Thank You!  S
ee the 

p
osters and

 p
icture p

osted
 on the p

lyw
ood

 d
oors for m

ore inform
ation.

There are two NFAA approved field archery ranges on club property (field tip arrows only).  The first 
range starts b

ehind
 left sid

e of the club
house and

 w
orks over to and

 up
 the access road

.  There are 

signs leading to the second range and it finishes on the hill with access paths back to the clubhouse.  
The club

 uses the b
ottom

 land
 to p

ut on A
m

erica R
ound

 shoots and
 the b

ottom
 m

ay b
e used

 for archery 

practice in a safe m
anner.   W

e often have a spring or fall 3-D shoot and place 3-D targets throughout 
the field ranges for a short tim

e.  The archery com
m

ittee m
ay set up a practice 3-D range with old 

targets through the w
arm

er m
onths.



Mountain State Sportsmen's Association 
685 Hoagland Run Road  PO Box 191  Parkersburg, WV 26102  info@mtstate.org 

 
 

MOUNTAIN STATE SPORTSMEN'S ASSOCIATION WAIVER AND RELEASE OF LIABILITY - Read Before Signing 
 

In consideration of being allowed to participate in any way in Mountain State Sportsmen's Association (MSSA) events and activities, 

the undersigned acknowledges, appreciates, and agrees that: 

1) The risk of injury from firearm use, archery and other known and unknown events and activities and /or the use of the related 

buildings, structures, equipment, automobiles, firearms, weapons, ATV's, boats, tree stands, roads, bodies of water, land and all other 

real and personal property whether owned by MSSA or others is significant, including the potential for permanent paralysis and death, 

and while particular rules, equipment, and personal discipline may reduce this risk, the risk of serious injury does exist; and, 

2) I acknowledge and agree that the use of archery equipment, firearms and other weapons by myself or others on club premises or 

otherwise are inherently dangerous and high risk activities whether such archery equipment, firearms or weapons are discharged by 

myself or others; and 

3) I KNOWINGLY AND FREELY ASSUME ALL SUCH RISKS, both known and unknown, EVEN IF ARISING FROM THE 
NEGLIGENCE OF THE RELEASEES or others, and assume full responsibility for my participation; and, 

4) I willingly agree to comply with the stated and customary terms and conditions for participation. If, however, I observe any unusual 

significant hazard during my presence or participation, I will remove myself from participation and bring such to the attention of the 

nearest official immediately; and, 

5) I, for myself and on behalf of my heirs, assigns, personal representatives and next of kin, HEREBY RELEASE AND HOLD 

HARMLESS MOUNTAIN STATE SPORTSMEN'S ASSOCIATION, its officers, directors, officials, agents, employees, volunteers, 

members, guests, other participants, sponsoring agencies, sponsors, advertisers, and if applicable, owners and lessors of real property 

and personal property used to conduct the events and activities ("RELEASEES"), WITH RESPECT TO ANY AND ALL IN URY, 

DISABILITY, DEATH, or loss or damage to person or property, WHETHER ARISING FROM THE NEGLIGENCE OF THE 

RELEASEES OR OTHERWISE, TO THE FULLEST EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW. 

 

I HAVE READ THIS RELEASE OF LIABILITY AND ASSUMPTION OF RISK AGREEMENT, FULLY UNDERSTAND ITS 

TERMS, UNDERSTAND THAT I HAVE GIVEN UP SUBSTANTIAL RIGHTS BY SIGNING IT, AND SIGN IT FREELY AND 

VOLUNTARILY WITHOUT ANY INDUCEMENT. 

 

 

Participant's Name:   Date Signed:   

 

  Email Address:               

 

 

Participant's Signature:   
 

FOR PARTICIPANTS OF MINORITY AGE (UNDER AGE 18 AT THE TIME OF PARTICIPATION) 

 

This is to certify that I, as parent/guardian with legal responsibility for this participant, do consent and agree to his/her release as 

provided above of all the Releasees, and for myself, my heirs, assigns, and next of kin, I release and agree to indemnify and hold 

harmless the Releasees from any and all liabilities incident to my minor child's involvement or participation in these events and 

activities and/or the use of related real and personal property as provided above, EVEN IF ARISING FROM THEIR NEGLIGENCE. 

 

 

Name of Parent/Guardian:   Date Signed:   

 

 

 

 

Parent/Guardian Signature:   

 

 

Emergency Phone Number: ( )   
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